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Teacher’s Guide

      3rd-4th Grades

Welcome to RHWA’s  Spring Fever.  Every Wednesday and Friday through the months of April and May students will experience hands-on interactive stations while enjoying their field trip.  Stations are set up at various points in the zoo to celebrate animal diversity, in the case of inclement weather, stations will be moved to the museum Every station has activities for every grade level and meet Kansas State Science Standards.  Stations begin at 9:30 and conclude at 12:30 so be sure to plan on stopping by and participating during your visit.
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Stations and their Location

My, what big teeth you have



Lion Viewing Area

Outrageous Headgear    



Oryx Viewing Area

Inspecting Insects

Inside Reptile Viewing    

2001 Kansas State Life Science Standard Benchmark 1: Indicator 1
Students will compare and contrast structural characteristics and functions of different organisms.
“My, what big teeth you have!”

Lions aren’t dogs; so why do they have canine teeth?  Students will compare and contrast 

various skulls looking at placement of the eyes and types of teeth in each skull.  Why 

don’t deer eat meat?  Why are the lion’s eyes placed forward on the skull?  Students will 

have many questions and discover the answers on their own by examining the skulls and 

teeth of herbivores and carnivores.
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Outrageous Headgear

What are those crazy things used for anyway?  Are they horns or antlers?  There’s a difference! Or is there?  Students will examine the various headgear at this station and decide for themselves which are antlers and which are horns.
Inspecting Insects
Entomologists have identified 800,000 species of insects.  What makes an insect an insect?  What do they all have common?  Students will observe live insects and discuss the differences and similarities of these fascinating creatures.   [image: image5.wmf]                                                                                          

**********Pre-visit Activities**********

Here are some activities you might want to do with your class before visiting RHWA’s 

Spring Fever.

Keen observation skills are paramount to 3rd & 4th graders at Spring Fever.  Students will 

need to zoom in and spot small differences and similarities.  These activities will aid 

them in honing their observation and inquiry skills.

Pair students up and have them stand facing each other.  Instruct them to closely observe 

each other noting eye color, hair color, glasses/no glasses…Allow them to observe for 30

seconds before they then have to turn their backs to each other.  Now have them tell each 

other all the physical features  they noticed.

Cut out a variety of skin-toned ovals 8-10” long out of construction paper.  Allow 

students to select one for their self portrait.  They will draw their face on the oval and 

then display all the faces at the front of the room.  Have students observe similarities and
differences in the faces.  A possible extension would be to have the students graph eye 

color, hair color…

This next internet activity can be easily adapted to the older students and get them to 

thinking about the different structures of animals and the functions.  Go to

http://www.sciencenetlinks.com  and click on Lesson Index then click on Animal 

Diversity and then Animal Diversity student E-sheet.   Have students explain their 

reasoning when comparing and contrasting the structures and how these structures aid 

the animals in obtaining food, staying warm/cool, or defense…                                                                                                [image: image2.wmf]                                                                     
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