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Teacher’s Guide
5th-8th Grades
Welcome to RHWA’s Spring Fever.  Every Wednesday and Friday through the months of April and May students will experience hands-on interactive stations while enjoying their field trip.  Stations are set up at various points in the zoo to celebrate animal diversity, in the case of inclement weather, stations will be moved to the museum. Stations throughout the zoo have activities for every grade level and meet Kansas State Science Standards.  Stations begin at 9:30 and conclude at 12:30 so be sure to plan on stopping by and participating during your visit.

Stations and their Location
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My, what big teeth you have



Lion Viewing Area

Outrageous Headgear    



Oryx Viewing Area

Inspecting Insects

Inside Reptile Viewing    

2001 Kansas State Standard Benchmark 5:

The student will observe the diversity of living things and relate their adaptations to their survival or extinction
“My, what big teeth you have!”

Lions, Africa’s largest land predator.  What makes these big cats such powerful and 
fearless hunters?  Could it be the mane? The large paws?  Or maybe the binocular 

vision.  Students will experience for themselves the many adaptations of the lion that has 

insured their survival.

Outrageous Headgear
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          The Game of Life has never been played like this!  The Scimitar-Horned Oryx is

          now listed as extinct in the wild by the World Conservation Union. They’re 

          physically adapted for the desert so how did this  happen?  Students will observe 

          the adaptations of the Oryx and play the Game of Life to understand how this 

          beautiful animal is no longer in the wild.
Inspecting Insects
Insects are everywhere; steamy rainforests to the bitter cold of the Arctic.  They have 

been around for millions of years.  They get eaten by other insects, lizards, birds, small 

mammals and even man.  How do they survive?  Students will closely observe these 

amazing survivors and demonstrate some of their adaptations.
**********Pre-visit Activities**********

Here are some activities you might want to do with your class before visiting RHWA’s 

Spring Fever.

Here at RHWA we are home to many endangered and vanishing animals.  Please introduce these terms to your students before visiting: threatened, endangered & extinct.    They will hear and see these terms throughout the day.  You may even have them research and list some animals that are found in these categories by going to our website:  www.rollinghillswildlife.com
Divide students into teams of 3 or 4 and give them one of the imaginary planets/habitats listed below or have them make up some of their own. They will then design an animal with the appropriate adaptations to survive in their environment.  Students may draw a picture or use various craft supplies to make a model of their animal.  Extension: Students will include possible causes of their animal to become threatened or endangered.
Scenarios
You are an animal found in the depths of a Missouri cave.  You consider small pebbles a delicacy because your main diet consists of stalactites.  Naturally you can see in the dark.
You are a large animal found in the Gulf of Mexico.  You eat flip flops and sunglasses.
You are an animal that lives in the bayous of Louisiana.  You love hot spicy Cajun food and live among the tree roots.
You are an animal that lives deep in the Congo River Basin.  You eat flower pollen and live on the backs of monkeys.
You are an animal that lives in the Gibson Desert of Australia.  You drink the salt water out of Lake Disappointment and eat the yellow petals off the coneflowers.  You nest in the sand dunes.
You will need a large area for this next activity.  Divide students into groups:  the largest group will have yellow neck tags; the next largest group will have green neck tags. The next group blue and the smallest group will exhibit red neck tags. The students now represent the Oryx population.  Visit our website for background information on the Oryx at www.rollinghillswildlife.com/zoo/animals.html. Spread the colors/students out in a random order.  They will toss the ball labeled Life around while discussing how easy or hard life is when each species has plenty of members.  Naturally life is easier with more members. 

World War II has come to North Africa with uncontrolled hunting from motor vehicles all the yellow neck tags/oryx must now sit down.  How has this affected Life?  Not as many to toss to, have to toss further…Next more humans have moved into the area taking land for their farms and villages.  Green/oryx now sit down. The oryx numbers are declining rapidly, they are now threatened.  With the coming of farms comes livestock.  The livestock needs what green food there is and land to roam.  Now the blue oryx is forced out of the game/off the land.  Notice the ball/Life is getting harder to pass around.  All that now remain are the red oryx which are now endangered.  Notice now how hard Life is to maintain.  What would happen if one of these gets sick?  Shot by a hunter?  Can’t find a mate?  Have students discuss what they can do to help protect wildlife.
---Game of Life adapted from http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov---
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