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Teacher’s Guide

      K-2nd Grade
Welcome to RHWA’s  Spring Fever.  Every Wednesday and Friday through the months of April and May students will experience hands-on interactive stations while enjoying their field trip.  Stations are set up at various points in the zoo to celebrate animal diversity, in the case of inclement weather, stations will be moved to the museum. Every station has activities for every grade level and meet Kansas State Science Standards.  Stations begin at 9:30 and conclude at 12:30 so be sure to plan on stopping by and participating during your visit.

Stations and their Location

[image: image3.wmf]My, what big teeth you have



Lion Viewing Area

Outrageous Headgear    



Oryx Viewing Area
Inspecting Insects

Inside Reptile Viewing    

2001 Kansas State Life Science Standard Benchmark 1: Indicator 3
 Students will examine the structures of living things.
[image: image4.jpg]


“My, what big teeth you have!”
Lions are Africa’s largest land predator.

While visit visiting RHWA’s lions students will be observing, measuring and inquiring about these big cats.  

Outrageous Headgear

Is that a horn or an antler? Is there even a difference? Why do some animals have them and others don’t?  What’s the purpose of horns/antlers?  Students will examine an assortment of outrageous headgear and decide among themselves if there is a difference and how animals use them.   
Inspecting Insects
Everyone knows we have heads, tummies, legs, and arms.  Do insects?  What’s a thorax?  Do we have one?  Students will play a rousing game of Simon Says while observing and learning the parts of an insect.
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**********Pre-visit Activities**********

Here are some activities you might want to do with your class before visiting RHWA’s 

Spring Fever.

Share a plant or animal with the students in the classroom; ask them what they see, hear 
or smell.  Briefly discuss and then have the students draw a picture of what they see 

and/or write a short description.

Take the class outside near some trees and pair them up.  One person in the pair will wear 

a blindfold;. The other will gently guide the blindfolded student to one of the trees and

 instruct the team member to reach out and touch the tree.  The blindfolded student needs 

to actually feel the tree.  When the blindfolded person has really examined their tree their 

team mate will again gently guide them away.  Remove the blind fold and instruct the 

student to now go and feel the trees to identify which tree was ‘theirs’.

Now instruct the students to find their own tree to observe  First instruct them to 

observe the tree and ask what do they see, hear, smell and feel.  Next have them pick up a 
variety of leaves and closely examine each leaf.  Do the leaves have a smell, feel rough or 
smooth have a lot of veins…?  Instruct the students to sort the leaves into groups and then 
ask them to share how they grouped their leaves.
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